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Magazine gives 19 Miami-Dade teens a taste of
journalism

BY LUIS ANDRES HENAO
Ihenao@MiamiHerald.com

A half a dozen cameras flashed on the models posing on an immaculate white set.

But the models were also the writers, editors and photographers for the glossy magazine
aimed at an audience they know very well.

Teens like them.

The 19 young people from the Overtown Youth Center were chosen for the project because
of their interest in art, dining, photography, sales and fashion.

“It's very exciting,” said Jasmine White, 13, a student at Mater Academy East. “It's exposing
us to people and things that we never thought we would be able to see."

The project is the brainchild of The Alonzo Mourning Foundation and Jerry Powers, the
former publisher of Ocean Drive magazine.

Jonathan Penn, 18, a student at Booker T. Washington High, interviewed Mourning for his
story.

“He talked to me as if | was his son," Jonathan said. "He told me that his main
accomplishment had not been making it to the NBA but helping the community. | want to do
the same. | want to influence other kids."

The teens have spent the last six weeks coming up with a name for their magazine -- IE2 for
Inspire, Enrich and Empower -- scheduled to come out Labor Day weekend.

It will be filled with the types of stories they themselves want to read: the latest trends in
sneakers, the hottest places for teens to go out without an 1D, the teenage champions at the
boxing gym and, of course, the latest in fashion trends.

“*When they go to college, they will have it on their résumé,” said Powers, who calls the
project the most rewarding of his career.

“*When | leave here, | get a high just from working with these kids. | mean, look at them," he
said pointing to the group smiling for the cameras under the strobe lights. " This speaks a
thousand words."

On Tuesday, the teens met at the Power Play Studios in Midtown Miami for a photo shoot on
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fashion.

They donned clothes donated by The Gap, Perry Ellis, Penguin, Lucky and others.

Daisha Holton, 13, a student at Ransom Everglades School, said that after her work for the
magazine she now aspires to become a journalist. She interviewed Miami Heat basketball
star Dwyane Wade for her magazine article.

| love editing and writing and I'm an organized person,”” she said, adding that she now
wants to interview Oprah.

But she also wants to write about the shooting at an Overtown house party where a dozen
students were injured and two died.

| would like to tell people about youth being on the street,” Daisha said.

The magazine will be distributed throughout Miami-Dade -- and a few copies will be sent to
Washington, D.C., for the Obama family.

“One thing is creating a magazine," said Shandar Butler, coordinator of the Overtown Youth
Center, “but to create a magazine with some of the best people in the business is the
opportunity of a lifetime."
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INEW, YORKE0S I
MAG LESSONS

July 31, 2009 --

JERRY Powers, who co-founded Ocean Drive magazine, is teaching
underprivileged kids about the publishing industry by helping them put out a
glossy, titled IE2 (for Inspire, Empower and Enrich). Seems Miami Heat
legend Alonzo Mourning approached Powers about mentoring 19 kids at his

and out Overtown Youth Center over an eight- week course. "At the end, the kids will
have photographed, written and produced a magazine,” said an insider.
"They're selling the ads, writing the stories, everything."
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NEW YORK POST is a registered trademark of NYP Holdings, Inc. NYPOST.COM, NYPOSTONLINE.COM, and
NEWYORKPOST.COM
are trademarks of NYP Hotdings, Inc.
Copyright 2009 NYP Holdings, Inc. Ali rights reserved.
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